Kristina N. Widell, (senior research scientist at SINTEF Ocean, Norway)

Kristina N. Widell, PhD, is a senior research scientist at SINTEF Ocean, Norway. Her research
focuses on food processing technology, refrigeration, and the cold chain. She works on
improving energy efficiency, reducing GHG emissions, using natural refrigerants, enhancing
product quality, and reducing food loss and waste. Kristina is also committed to fostering
knowledge transfer between research and industry, driving innovation and sustainability in her
field.

Sergio Giroto, ENEX srl Italia

Sergio Girotto was born in Paese (TV), Italy, on April 1, 1956, and resides in Paese (TV) at Via E.
Fermi, 31/D. He attended Liceo Scientifico “Leonardo da Vinci” in Treviso from 1970 to 1975
and subsequently earned a degree in Mechanical Engineering from Padova University in Italy
between 1975 and 1980, with his final thesis focusing on the “Numerical Solution of Navier-
Stokes equations for three-dimensional flow in laminar regime.” His professional career began
at Nordica S.p.A. in Montebelluna (TV), Italy, from 1982 to 1984, where he worked as a designer
of automation processes. From 1984 to 2004, he was employed at Costan S.p.A. in Limana (BL),
Italy, where he held various roles within the technical area, ultimately becoming the Technical
and R&D Director. His responsibilities at Costan S.p.A. included overseeing the laboratory for
prototype testing, central after-sales service, the refrigeration technical office, quality control,
and the production of refrigeration units. In 2004, Mr. Girotto founded ENEX srl, where he
currently serves as both COO and Honorary President.

Eirik Starheim Svendsen, Researcher at SINTEF Ocean, dep. of Fisheries and New
Biomarine Industry

Working to improve the efficiency of thermal processes in the food industry, with a focus on
energy use, product quality, and sustainability. Passionate about applying digital and innovative
techniques — including modelling, simulation, data science, and Al — to drive sustainable
change in the seafood, fisheries, and aquaculture sectors.

Airmin Hafner

Prof. Dr. Armin Hafner is currently a Professor in Refrigeration Technology at NTNU (Norwegian
University of Science and Technology) in Trondheim. He also holds the positions of President
of The Norwegian Society of Refrigeration and President of IIR (International Institute of
Refrigeration) Commission D1. His email address is armin.hafner@ntnu.no. Prof. Hafner's
education and experience include being a Senior Research Scientist at SINTEF Energy
Research from 1997 to 2015 and earning a Dr.-Ing. (PhD) from NTNU's Department of Energy
and Process Engineering in 2003. His PhD thesis was titled “Compact Interior Heat Exchangers
for CO2 Mobile Heat Pumping Systems.” His main fields of competence encompass
refrigeration and heat pump technology in general, CO2 technology for various applications
(including supermarkets, industrial heat pumps, and transport refrigeration), system design for
stationary and automotive refrigeration, air conditioning, and heat pumps, compressor, ejector,
and compact heat exchanger technology, working fluids (with an emphasis on natural working
fluids like CO2, NH3, and hydrocarbons), and the Life Cycle Climate Performance of various
energy systems. He has approximately 200 international and national publications in the areas
of refrigeration and process engineering.


mailto:armin.hafner@ntnu.no

